84-27-85 S3: 25 CARMODY . TORRANCE 



ID= 2B357526BB 



P. 89 



Serial No. 10/685,195 Examiner: A. Vo 

Docket No. 21 56-400A Art Unit: 2861 



REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the above captioned patent are respectfully 
requested. Claims 1-10 and 12-18 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 2, 8, 9, and 
12 have been amended, claim 1 1 has been canceled and new claim 18 has been added. In 
view of the amendments made above and the remarks to follow. Applicants respectfully 
request that the rejection of all of the claims be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Applicants note with appreciation the indication by the Examiner that claims 2, 5- 
7, 10, 1 1, and 13-16 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 8 and 9 were objected to because the term “its” was deemed to be 
indefinite. In response. Applicants have amended claims 8 and 9 to more clearly define 
the invention. 



Drawing Objections 

The Examiner has objected to the drawings because the limitations recited in 
claim 1 1 are not shown in the drawings. Applicants have herein canceled claim 1 1 . 

The Examiner has also requested that Applicants file formal drawings with the 
same font size numbers and regular words. Applicants note that the office action 
references the informal drawings filed concurrently with the application on October 14, 
2003. Applicants respectfully submit that formal drawings were filed in this application 
on January 26, 2004. Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that the objections to the 
drawings have been overcome. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. SI 02(51 

Claims 1,3,4, 8, 9, 12, and 17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chan et al. 
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In response. Applicants have amended claims 1 and 12 to affirmatively recite that 
the first interconnection assembly comprises a first plurality of conduits operatively 
connecting together at least two reservoirs of said first plurality of interconnected 
cartridges. This limitation was contained in original claim 2, which was indicated by the 
Examiner to be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Thus, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the claims arc now allowable over the prior art or record as Chan ct al. does 
not describe or suggest connecting at least two reservoirs with a first plurality of 
conduits. 



Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 12, and 17 
as being anticipated by Chan et al. is respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that the foregoing is a full and complete response to the Office 
Action of record. Accordingly, an early and favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the rejection of all of the claims is requested. Applicants believe that claims 1-10 and 12- 
18 are now in condition for allowance and an indication of allowability and an early 
Notice of all of the claims is respectfully requested. 



Tf Examiner feels that a telephone interview would be helpful, he is requested to 



call the undersigned at (203) 575-2648. 


Respectfully submitted. 




fly: AaA O/Vvy* 

Jennifc^A.'Calcagi\i, Reg. No. 50,207 
Carmody & Torrance, LLP 
50 T^avenworth Street 
P.O. Box 1110 
Watcrbury, CT 06721-1 1 10 
(203) 575-2648 
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